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WEATHER

Temperatures were near normal over

the Panhandle but seven to ten degrees

below normal over the remainder of the

state. Precipitation in the form of

light snow fell over the state with

moisture amounts less than a tenth of

an inch.

GENERAL

Above normal temperatures high-

lighted the first half of December; how-

ever, temperatures well below normal

were present as the month closed. Snow

cover averaged two to four inches in

most northern and eastern counties while

the Panhandle, southwestern, and south

central areas showed no or very light

snow cover.

Farmers and ranchers were busy dur-

ing December caring for livestock,

repairing machinery, and moving hay as

well as checking stored grain conditions,

reviewing tax work, and other general

farm and ranch activities.

CROPS

The 1982 winter wheat crop was in

much better condition than a year ago and

rated 9% fair, 84% good, and 7% excellent.

A year ago, Nebraska's crop rated mostly

fair to good. Additional snow cover was

needed in the Panhandle as well as south-

western and south central counties to

reduce possible winter kill.

LIVESTOCK

Snow cover has prevented livestock

in many areas from making full use of

crop residues. Muddy field conditions in

some southern areas were also limiting

access. Statewide, about 40% of the corn

and sorghum fields were being pastured

last week compared to 50% of the acreage

a year ago. Hay and forage supplies were

about average statewide; however, short-

ages were reported in some northern

counties. Feed grain supplies rated as

average or above average statewide,

although reserve commitments have been

heavy. Few or no livestock losses have

been reported.
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